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Wand Buyer’s Checklist - What to Look for in a Wand 
 

Topline: Select a Wand 
• That maximizes water recovery and airflow. 

• Includes a proper glide system and appropriate head size. 

• Is durable, lightweight, and ergonomically designed.  
 

Top Wand Features That Get the Job Done Right 
 Compatibility: Ensure the Wand's pressure rating (PSI), heat resistance, and hose 

connections are compatible with your specific extractor machine (e.g., portable 
or truck mount system). 

 High-efficiency Airflow: Maximize water extraction and ensure faster drying 
times. Clean more area in less time. 

 Specialized Glide: Wands with composite glides help maintain an airtight seal 
with the carpet surface, and boost effective suction without requiring excessive 
downward force. 

 Weight: Select the most lightweight Wand, such as aircraft aluminum, with a 
balance of strength and low weight (some can be under seven pounds). 

 Ergonomic Handle: Look for an adjustable, telescoping handle and comfortable 
grips to ensure a natural operating posture. 

 Control Valve: A feather-touch or easy-to-use solution control valve prevents 
finger strain. 

 Narrower Head for Concentrated Suction: (e.g., 12-13 inch) For maneuvering in 
residential areas with furniture  

 Wider Head for Open Areas: (e.g., 16-inch) To clean larger areas faster, with 
fewer passes. 

 Multiple Jets: These provide even coverage. Ensure the jets are positioned for 
optimal water pickup to reduce drying time. 

 Durable Materials: Aircraft aluminum, titanium, and rotomolded plastic resist 
rust and wear. [PRO TIP: Low cost does not mean lightweight or durable.] 

 Proven Use and Company Longevity: Well-built, proven, and in use by building 
service contractors, commercial cleaners, and are offered by Jan-San dealers and 
cleaning supplies companies. 
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